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Callout for Playwright - June 2027

Strange Town offers opportunities in the performing arts to young people aged 5 to
25 in Edinburgh.

As a company, our aim at Strange Town is to enable young people to fulfil their
creative potential. Whatever your background or experience, we believe everyone
has creative and artistic abilities. We help young people to recognise and develop
these abilities through peer and professional encouragement, participation, and
example.

We are seeking a playwright to write a short play to be performed by our 8-25s
Performance group.

Working from January 2026 through to a final draft in October 2026, the play would
then be rehearsed and subsequently performed in June 2027.

Read on for more information about the project and the performers. If you are
interested in applying, we will ask you pitch your play around a theme we have
chosen and take note of the age range of the characters.

Desirable Attributes

We are particularly interested to hear from those who fit at least some of the
following criteria listed below, though we welcome applications from all interested
parties and encourage them regardless of whether or not all these criteria apply to
you.

- Have already written a 45 minute (or longer) play for young performers (aged
under 18) on one or more occasions.

- Already have a demonstrable body of work produced for the stage,
performed at Fringe level or equivalent

- Attended Youth Theatre themselves when a child

- Be local to Edinburgh and part of the Edinburgh Theatre community

- Be familiar with past Strange Town Youth Theatre performances and output

It is important that you have easy, regular access to Edinburgh as you will need
to attend some sessions in-person. Realistically, this means we can’t accept
applications from much further than the Central Belt.
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All about the play and the group

Theme

For our June 2027 play, we would like our writers to read the following text prompt
and submit a pitch inspired by this. We are not looking for an exact recreation of
this very famous prompt; we would encourage you to think outside the box.

“"First of all," he said, "if you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you'll get
along a lot better with all kinds of folks. You never really understand a
person until you consider things from his point of view [...] until you climb
into his skin and walk around in it.”

The group
This group is unique at Strange Town in that it spans a very wide range of possible

ages (from 8 to 25) and is directly auditioned for each year, meaning that the
standard of performance is very high.

Any play written would need to accommodate a minimum of 8 actors, ideally of a
spread of ages and would be approximately 60 minutes long.

Age
We are keen to see ideas that have clearly considered the age group they are
applying for. Writing for 8-25s is not the same as writing for adults.

We vastly prefer our young people to play parts written for their age (e.g 8-25-year-
olds playing characters suitable for those aged 8-25), rather than pretending to be
twice their age.

Note that there is plenty of leeway here. Scripts with non-human characters for
instance (spirits, gods, choruses, ghosts, magical creatures, animals etc) are
definitely doable — we’re not saying that all your characters need to be humans
aged 8-25, just playable by them!

Strange Town Limited is registered in Scotland. Scottish Charity No. SC045646. Company No. SC330197.
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Important Info

Key Dates

Playwrights must be available to attend devising sessions and readthroughs in-
person in Edinburgh, although we aim to offer as much flexibility as we can and
amended deadlines are also possible.

This is a rough breakdown of the proposed timeline for writers: (subject to change)
- Application Deadline: Mon 5™ Jan 2026, 9am
- Interviews: W/C Mon 12™ Jan
- Role Confirmed: End of January
- Synopsis: February
- 1% Draft: March
- Auditions: May
- 2" Draft: August
- Devising Workshops (at least 2): September & October
- 3" Draft: October
- Final Edits/Adjustments: November 2026
- Performances: June 2027

The play would be shown for 2 performances in our Summer Term (June 2027).
Previous performances by the 8-25s have taken place at the Traverse Theatre.

Payment

The playwright will be paid £1500 for their writing. This is not a fully professional
rate, and we are well aware of this. As a small charity, our resources are limited
and unfortunately do not allow us to pay what we would like to. However, we are
currently committed to a process of increasing our fee year-by-year to bring it more
into line with the standard.

We also endeavour to help develop our writers fully and provide every assistance
possible. This includes one-to-one dramaturgy sessions, additional opportunities to
interact and devise with your group members as desired, and a lot of flexibility to fit
our deadlines and schedule around your existing work.

For more information about this and anything else you’d like to know before
applying, please don’t hesitate to get in touch using the details below.
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How to apply
If you are interested, please complete the following application form by no later than
9am on Monday 5" January 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact James at james@strangetown.org.uk

Interviews requests will be sent out to successful applicants for the week
commencing Monday 12* January 2026, which will be either online or in-person.

Further info: recent scripts

We strive to provide our young members with a variety of scripts and avoid
repetition. Here are quick summaries of recent commissions for similar age groups
(8-18s & 14-18s), plus our most recent 2 plays for our 8-25s group:

8-25s

June 2026
Heart of the Storm — A Climate Horror play about girl guides finding a way
to survive on a trip away when a vindictive dust storm engulfs the world.

June 2025
Livin’ On A Prayer — Modern-day Greek Gods have to prove they deserve
their immortality via a twisted karaoke contest courtesy of Dionysus.

8-18s and 14-18s

June 2024
The Tides Trilogy - a trilogy of plays all set on Portobello Beach in 2024.

Tide 1: It's Not the End of the World! — An existential comedy about the
possible end of the world

Tide 2: Adrift — A heartfelt drama about grief and the difficulty moving on.

Tide 3: My Kind of Weird — An anti rom-com dealing with the lesser seen
sides of teenage relationships.
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June 2023
Over the Waves — a chalk outline sparks a murder investigation in the
Immortal Museum, as the family histories of the audience are brought to life.

The Kind Complex — accepting an internship in a factory run by teenagers
creating artificial life, one girl seeks to expose the truth behind the machines.

Haribo Wedding - a surreal dive into nostalgia via a ‘Haribo Wedding’ that
happened during our protagonist’s time at primary school.

June 2022
Beneath the Surface — a group tackle the fear of missing out, trapped in a
cave network and facing their deepest fears and anxieties.

Seven Minutes in Heaven — a house party gone wrong results in a cover-up
by those in attendance.

On Air - a student TV station fight to meet their impending project deadline
by creating segments of fairytale characters dealing with modern life.

If you have any questions about the application, commission or Strange Town,
please email James at james@strangetown.org.uk
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