by Jennifer Adam
Only yes means yes

‘should be required viewing for teenagers across the land’

TOUR REPORT 2025




Performed in

¢ City of Edinburgh Council schools
° from 9th Sept to 10th Oct 2025

Broughton High, Castlebrae Community High, Craigmount High, Craigroyston High, Currie High,
Drummond Community High, Firhill High, James Gillespie’s High, Leith Academy,
Queensferry High, Portobello High, Royal High, St. Augustine’s High & St. Thomas of Aquin’s.
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There were performances to an invited audience in September at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre and two public performances at The Traverse in Oct.

Post show discussions with the HER company and pupils took place
in 11 of the schools and after two of the public performances.

An information pack and a programme was created and sent to all
schools - (both available on request)

A performance of HER at the Scottish Storytelling Centre was filmed by
Screen Education Edinburgh. This will be made available to schools.

A copy of the script of HER was given to all 23 City of Edinburgh Council
schools - including the schools who still haven’t seen a performance.

HER by Jennifer Adam is published by Salamander Street publishers and is available
here: https://salamanderstreet.com/product/her-by-jennifer-adam-paperback/

REVIEWS https://bouquetsbrickbatsreviews.com/2025/10/03/her/
https://northwestend.com/her-traverse-theatre/

people saw a performance of HER from Sept to Oct 25
, including 143 at the two public performances at The Traverse

Largest audience 180 Smallest audience 22
Employment was created for 12 people: 1 producer/director, 1 writer, 1 set & costume designer,
1lighting designer, 1 sound designer, 1video designer, 4 actors & 2 stage managers.




This is the third tour of HER, the second play commissioned by
Strange Town as part of ‘The Future is Unwritten’, a programme

of new plays developed and produced by Strange Town for
young audiences which is funded by Thrive Edinburgh.

FEEDBACK:

From pupils:

I thought it raised awareness about how people can get taken advantage of and manipulated
into sending indecent images online and how that can backfire. The actors were amazing.

It showed quite an emotional journey and was really well written. | loved
the acting, | would highly recommend.

The show was fantastic, it effectively tackled
a really intense, prevalent issue.
HER was a powerful production and they represented the unheard voice of victims well.

Very interesting and entertaining. First decent learning experience.

| absolutely loved it. | love the way it challenged what is considered ‘the norm’ and the fact that it forced
us to have sympathy and the way it went fast but slow at the same time was mesmerising. Amazing!

The performance was brilliant and the actors were really good at conveying this difficult
theme. I learnt a lot through the performance and know it is important to challenge negative
behaviours when we see them.

The play was amazing and had a very good meaning to it.
The first play | actually enjoyed.

The play was moving & had a powerful impact. The actors did an amazing job & made
the characters come to life. | especially liked the two bystander characters!

The message was powerful and it is a good way for everyone
to learn about consent.

| really enjoyed the show because I think it had a great message for kids our age and its very
important to learn about consent at this age. The acting was also brilliant.

| really like the play because it was very easy to tell what was going on. | also like how the
switches between scenes was very fast and the performances were very good.

| really enjoyed the intimate nature of this performance within my own school.
It felt accessible and helped me as | find trips to the theatre difficult.

| learnt a lot about the topic of consent and how we are all responsible for improving
behaviour in relationships and with one another. We have spoken about this in PSE before,
but this performance brought it to life in a way that was engaging and understandable.



Feedback from teachers:

HER was an engaging and exciting performance, that really helped open
up the conversation with young people around consent in a way they
understand and can relate to. The performers and company were highly
professional at all times when setting up and when interacting with the
students, and as a Drama teacher | would recommend this performance
for anyone looking to bring theatre into your school!

Strange Town Theatre Company’s production of HER had a powerful and
lasting impact on the staff and pupils in our school. As Curricular Leader of
Expressive Arts, | appreciate the opportunity for such high-quality writing

and production touring to school as the work reaches a far greater number of
students than we would be able to take to a theatre. Many of the young people
who saw the recent production of HER had never been to the theatre before or
seen a play. The story is highly relevant to young people today and explores
issues faced by many yet rarely discussed openly. The character of the young
woman whose life is so severely impacted by the actions of those who share
images of her online, without her consent, was a catalyst for moving and em-
pathic responses from our students, most of whom said afterwards that they
knew of someone who had been in her shoes. The superb performances pro-
voked high levels of engagement from all the students across our whole senior
school, and Strange Town'’s excellent production communicated a message of
profound relevance about the issue of consent.

Strange Town provide experiences that our pupils
would normally not have and engage learners in
critical discussion of themes and issues which are
relevant to young people today.

Really glad | got to see such a powerful performance and thanks
again for bringing the production to our school. Our pupils really
benefited from it and please pass on a huge thanks to all the
actors and production team who made HER possible.

The company were incredibly professional, supportive and
collaborative throughout. The opportunity to speak with cast
and crew afterwards not only engaged pupils in social issues
but also highlighted pathways from school into the creative arts.



Feedback from the local MP:

Last week | had the pleasure of seeing HER, a powerful new
Edinburgh theatre production by Strange Town, a Leith-based

charity supporting young people through the arts. The play
tells a moving story about friendship, consent, and the
pressures facing teenagers today. Huge thanks to

Strange Town’s cast, crew, and team for creating such a
thought-provoking and inspiring performance.’

Tracy Gilbert MP

Interest in touring the show further came from
Inverclyde Council & Dumfries & Galloway Council




Strange Town is an Edinburgh based Theatre Company that works with children and young
people aged 5-25. Throughout the year, Strange Town operates a youth theatre and young
company, as well as an actors agency and a touring company. We offer employment
opportunities for people wishing to pursue a career in the arts. We run workshops covering
topics such as film, devising, improv comedy, script work and more. We also commission
new writing which is performed in some of Edinburgh’s leading theatre spaces.

FUNDING The 2025 tour of HER was funded by Thrive Edinburgh
and The City of Edinburgh Council.

Steve Small

Artistic Director

Strange Town ~u
T: 0131 629 0292

steve@strangetown.org.uk

\

uing Apuy sooyd

www.strangetown.org.uk
() strangetowntheatre
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Strange Town is a charity and limited company by guarantee incorporated in Scotland with company number SC330197 and Scottish charity number SC045646
Registered office: Out of the Blue Drill Hall, 36 Dalmeny St, Edinburgh EH6 8RG



